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George W.
Bush,
President of
the United
States

“In our economy, our most
precious resource is the talent
of the American worker — and
there is no limit to what we can
do when people have the
freedom to make a better life
for themselves and their
family.” Excerpt from the
President’s FEconomy and Tax
Relief speech; December 5,
2005.

Mike
Johanns,
Agriculture
Secretary

“The future holds challenges,
but it also holds great promise.
As you plan for the future,
USDA Rural Development is
here to support you and your
community.”

Recper of Rural America
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Think of us as the keeper of rural America. The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development has been faithfully serving
America’s rural communities for seven decades. Keeping sight of our
storied past — We are commiifted to the future of rural communities.

We are the only agency within USDA that can help with almost any rural
need; from housing to agriculture, to health care and public safety, to water
and wastewater systems, to education, broadband, distance learning and
telemedicine, to helping start-up new businesses and raviving old ones - we
can help with this and so much more.

Across Delaware and Maryland, the employees of USDA Rural
Development are working to help rural communities and agriculture
producers hold onto their values and embrace the future. We offer
assistance to individuals and families, non-profit organizations, faith based
groups and State and Local governments with over 40 programs that can
help improve the quality of life and increase economic opportunity.

Over the years, some of which you will see highlighted in this year's report,
you can travel the bi-state area and witness our work. From the northern
reaches of Delaware City to Delmar, to all across rural Maryland — from
the ocean to the mountains, communities and individuals have been
touched by our programs. With the support of our Delaware and Maryland
Congressional delegation and our many partners, we work diligently and
prudently to bring back home the peo];il’ﬁ 's money for prog’ra{ﬁs that
support shelter, agriculture, businesses, community facilities and
infrastructure. !

At USDA Rural Development, we are here to serve the people that call rural
America home. Let us know how we can help you.

Shelter
= Working together to realize
dreans...

Access to Rental Housing,
Homeownership Loans and

Home Repair Loans and
Grants.

Infrastructure

= People in small towns and
rural places should enjoy the
same benefits as the vest of
the nation...

Broadband Access Loans,
Community Connect Grants,
Distance Learning and
Telemedicine Loans.and
Grants.

Addressing environrmental
problems including sate,
sanitary disposal of wastewater,
solid waste removal, and access
to clean, safe drinking water.
Programs designed for
municipa’ , stems.nd
individual-honsehold systems.

Business

= Providing rural Awmerica
with the tools to create and
retain jobs...

Business and Industry
Guaranteed Loans and Rural

Business Enterprise Grants

|

Dendens - D die danbs 5 die Chepiant River
Juie fiowie of rolsEns and maring,

Community Facilities

=Any ch-" .. ~u be
overcome if we work together
to solve it...

This can mean loans or grants
tor schools; libraries, health
care facilities, equipment for
fire departments, police
stations and so much more.
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Agriculture

= Presevving ruval America’s
heritage and feeding the
world...

Renewable Energy and Enerey
Efficiency Improvement Loans
and Grants and Value-Added
Agricultiral Product Market
Development Grants.




